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On the Rise and Prospects of Southern European Populist
Political Parties after the Financial Crisis

Li Kaizxuan

Abstract: After the outbreak of the financial crisis in 2008, populist powers rose from the edge
of the political stage in Southern Europe. Different from the right-wing populism in Western Eu-
rope, the new-rising populist powers in Southern Europe are against neoliberalism and narrow
nationalism, and are pursuing social equality. The direct incentive of the rise of Populism in
Southern Europe consists in the tremendous social trauma caused by economic crisis and tighte-
ning policy, and the deeper economic and social cause roots in the “Disembedding” of the free
market from society. Furthermore, and the political impetus is supplied steadily by the incon-
sistency between the form and content of representative democracy. Populism in southern Eu-
rope will not disappear. Whether the new-rising populist parties will develop into mainstream
parties with steady political supporting structure and consistent political programs, or they will
decline into ambassador parties with the fall of populism, depends on whether they can make
new breakthroughs in both their theories and social policy balance systems, as well as whether
they can present effective measures in coping with current economic difficulties

Keywords: financial crisis; Southern Europe; populism
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