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On the Punishment of Unruly Passenger and the Modernization

of Tokyo Convention
Liu Hao

Abstract; Incident involving unruly/disruptive persons on board/aircraft is one growing con-

cern of aviation industry. Compared with the Hague Convention and the Montreal Conven-

tion, the Tokyo Convention is the convention which is more suitable to deal with the pun-

ishment of unruly/disruptive passengers. But, the Tokyo Convention is challenged by the

development of the incidents involving unruly and disruptive passengers on board/aircraft.

The existing international legal regime should be revisited to address apparent flaws relating

to the lack of definition of “offence” or “act”, flaws of definition of “in-flight”, gap of ju-

risdiction and imperfect arrangement of extradition. The following actions could be taken

during the modernization of the Tokyo Convention to resolve the aforesaid problems ;: 1. a

list of offences and unruly/disruptive acts; 2. Redefining “in-flight”; 3. recognizing the

following jurisdictions of the states of the operator and landing; 4. applying the principle of

“aut dedere aut judicare”, so the state parties undertake to either extradite an offender

found in their territory or submit the case to its competent authorities for the purpose of

prosecution.

Keywords: unruly/disruptive passenger; Tokyo Convention; aviation security; crimes on

board aircraft
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