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The Reinterpretation of Guo Xiang’s View of Nature

Liu Guomin

Abstract: The view of nature is the foundation of Guo Xiang’s philosophic ideology: his
views of carefreeness, of uniformity of all things and of autogenic independence are all based
on it. Guo Xiang’s view of nature has five basic characteristics: first, it emphasizes on the
distinction and diversity of natures; second, it highlights the different domains of natures;
third, it manifests the complexity of natures’ content; fourth, it accents the equality of na-
tures; fifth, it stresses the determinism and regularity of natures. Guo Xiang's view of na-
ture is the view about Qi. “Qi is used to make the nature, and when the nature is formed,
the destiny is ordained. ” Guo Xiang denied the theory of arche, and the enlightenment
function of saints. As a result, he believed it is impossible for Qi to reveal the principle in
one’s mind, and thus to be transformed and promoted. Therefore, Guo Xiang denied that
one’s nature could be educated by his mind. Guo Xiang’s view of nature has no common fea-
tures of ontology. Nature is destiny and principle, and bears the meaning of rule It is not a
kind of existent or power, so it is not the internal cause and basis for the generation and
changes of things. However, the control of the generation and changes of things by the
power of the convergence of Qi or Xueqi (the power of life) must abide by the rules and re-
quirements of nature, destiny and principle. The content ruled by nature, destiny and prin-
ciple gradually unfolds along with the generation and changes of things.
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