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A Review of Historical Materialism Education for Workers in

Beijing in the Early New China
Huang Dong

Abstract; During the early period of P. R. C, the Communist Party of China mainly focused

on the education of historical materialism for workers in Beijing, which was related to the

legitimacy of the new regime. The goal of the education was helping most workers to under-

stand and accept the main idea of historical materialism, for instance, labor creating hu-

man, the five stages of human society and the masterhood of the worker, etc. To achieve

the goal, meetings for pouring out grievances were held frequently as an effective way to ed-

ucate workers. As a result, this special educational measure made a success in laying a foun-
dation of the workers’ political identity with the Party and P. R. C.

Keywords: education for workers; historical materialism; political identity
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