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India’s Cognition of the 1962 War and the Trend of Its China Policy
Meng Qinglong

Abstract: The self-defensive counterattack on the China-India border in 1962 has exerted a
broad and far-reaching impact on the political, military, diplomatic and psychological aspects
of India, which profoundly affects the overall trend of China-India relations. India’s
obstinate assertion on territorial issues and erroneous perception of this war have aggravated
the complexity of the China-Indian border dispute, the protracted course of solving the
problem, and the tortuosity of the future development of China-Indian relations. India’s
continuous efforts to enhance the role of military in its relations with China has added the
risk of troubles and even serious conflicts in the border areas, and raised the uncertainty of
China-India relations going out of the trough. Historical experience has shown that China
should be mentally well-prepared to enhance research, make precise predictions, conduct
targeted response, maintain focus, and develop and utilize all positive forces, so as to bring
Sino-Indian relations back on track as early as possible with all parties
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