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Poetry: To Find the Aesthetic Dimension in Everyday Life
Wang Juchuan

Abstract: Modern poetry is gradually turning away from the lofty and metaphysical aesthetic approach. There are
two important reasons. The first is the profound influence of hedonism and consumer culture that are fueled by i~
deological and cultural transformation. The second is the divisions within poetics itself caused by challenges a-
gainst elite culture featured for “intellectual writing” from “folk standpoint” . The aestheticization of daily life
has provided a vast prospect for poetic creation and made the highbrow cultural form more close to popular cul-
ture. However, the over-interpretation of daily life and the generalization of aesthetics have created a number of
poems characterized by vulgar language and the absence of sentiment, which has consequently blinded the ulti-
mate spirit and linguistic charms of poetry. Modern poetic is supposed to seek the beauty and artistic conception of
poetry from daily life, to remain the poets’ utopian imagination and spiritual dimension in language structure and
life experience in daily life, and to keep the ontological aesthetic dimension of poetry.

Key words: aestheticization of daily life; poetic aesthetics; alienated aesthetics
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