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Weber’s Thought on Calculability of Legal System
Liu Liang

Abstract: The German word “Berechenbarkeit”, which has been translated as “calculability”, means
calculation and prediction- The phrase “calculability of legal system” contains this word: meaning “one
can calculate the results that come from certain conditions according to the legal system” - This thought a-
rose in Germany in the 19th century, to which Max Weber has made irreplaceable contribution to- Weber
set basic rational legal component as “legal proposition”, according to which one can calculate the result
which comes from a certain condition- Legal systematization and judicial activities’ obeying legal proposition
have technologically backed up calculability of legal system- That objects can be understood is the cognitive
premise of establishing calculability of legal system- T his thought gives us a new approach to the research of
the traditional legal system in China- According to this, one can find the impeditive factors to the legal
system’s movement of calculability in Confucian thoughts and the promotive factors in Legalism thoughts
during Pre;Qin times.
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