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Sublime, Avant-garde and Justice
~——0On Lyotard’s Aesthetics of the Sublime
Liu Guanjun

Abstract: According to his special comprehension to modernity and postmodernity, Lyo-

tard, the French postmodern philosopher, explained the important category in Western aes-

thetics of the sublime. Moreover, combining with the avant-garde, he developed a new kind

of aesthetics of the sublime. Meanwhile, Lyotard made an analogy between this aesthetics of
the sublime and politics. He borrowed Kant’s idea of reflective judgment to explain those
problems in society and politics, by which he tried to find the reasonable basis of the politi-

cal judgment, and then find a way out for the postmodern politics.
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