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Discussion on the “Shen” in The Literary Mind and

The Carving of Dragons
Huan Xiaohong

Abstract: “Shen” is one of the important categories in The Literary Mind and The Carv-

ing of Dragons created by Liu Xie who assimilated “Shen” from the connotations of

ancient sorcery, philosophy, religion, TCM,

“Shen”,

literature and art, and so on.

including of “Zhi”, is a category of multiple connotation, and the group of category a-
p

bout “Shen” supports Shen’s connotation of category. To interpret “Shen” from the per-
spective of the theory of TCM will be conductive to understanding the nature and the

systemic theory of “Shen” .

in writing.

“Si” emphasized by Liu Xie is an inevitability for thinking

Keywords: “Shen”; theory of TCM; multiplicity; “Zhi”; “Si”
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