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The Setting of “Aesthetics” Courses in the Late Qing Dynasty
and the Early Period of the Republic of China, and the
Establishment of Modern Chinese Aesthetics Discipline

Wu Zequan

Abstract: As a modern discipline, aesthetics had been established in China in early modern
times, which was closely related to the setting of aesthetics courses in Chinese universi-
ties In the late Qing dynasty, The Rules of University Approved by the Emperor stipula-
ted that engineering architecture major should offer an aesthetics course, which was the in-
troduction of aesthetics into the curriculum system of Chinese universities. This setting is
based on the imitation of the Japanese university institution In the constitution of The Rules
of University Approved by the Emperor, there were no requirement for liberal arts majors
to offer aesthetics courses, which reflected the designer’ s lack of understanding of the na-
ture and meaning of aesthetics. After the founding of the Republic of China, the Ministry of
Education stipulated that such liberal arts majors including philosophy and literature should
offer aesthetics courses. Under the guidance of the Ministry of Education, the liberal arts
majors of Peking University and other comprehensive universities set up aesthetics courses
one after another. Some normal schools and art schools also offered aesthetics cour-
ses. Aesthetics gradually became an indispensable part of Chinese university curriculum sys-
tem. The setting of aesthetics courses has enhanced the position of aesthetics, stimulated the
production and dissemination of esthetics knowledge, and strongly promoted the formation
of modern Chinese aesthetics discipline.

Keywords: aesthetics discipline, aesthetics course, the education revolution in early mod-
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