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Family Resemblances and Extending Traditional Chinese

Concepts to Cover New Meanings
Ma Lemei

Abstract; The theory of family resemblances put forward by Ludwig Wittgenstein main-
tains that it is the resemblance other than the commonness that constitutes the basis of a
concept. A concept, therefore, has vague intention and open extension. Extending Chi-
nese traditional concepts to cover new meanings is one of the translating strategies conclu-
ded by Liang Qichao based on his study of the Buddhist Scripture’s translation into Chi-
nese. These two theories share the same idea that concepts have open extensions. This pa-
per takes the concept of “paracletos” from the New Testimony of the Bible and its Chi-
nese rendering “H{£” as a case study to illustrate the explaining power of Family Resem-
blances in translation.

Key words: Family Resemblances; Extending Chinese traditional concepts to cover new

meanings; translation; Paracletos
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