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The Definition of “Meicun Style” in Chinese Classic Poetry Researches
Li Xuan

Abstract: Though “Meicun Style” is a popular term in researches of Qing poetry, its usage
is rather confused. Actually, it occurred in Middle Qing Dynasty, and referred to a sort of
poetry with specific themes, generic structures and language patterns. Professor Qian
Zhonglian pointed out that such poems are distinct in four aspects: Firstly, they are a genre
of seven-word chant poems; secondly, their themes are always concerned with the contem-
porary historic events; thirdly, they areprimarily narrative andin this aspect similarto the
pattern of “Changqing Poetic Style”; fourthly, their linguistic features are similar to “Ear-
ly Tang Style” . These four points were extracted from the Qing poetry tradition.
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