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Analysis on the Proposition about “Qiongli> Jinxing and

Zhiming” of Zhang Zai and Brothers Cheng
Zhang Jinlan

Abstract: “Qiongli, Jinxing and Zhiming” is a proposition of universal concern by scholars
in period of Confucian revival in Northern Song Dynasty- As the founders of Neo-Confucian,
Zhang Zai and Brothers Cheng attach great importance to this proposition and have a number
of discussions- There are obvious differences in their discussions- On the surface, these
differences seem to suggest that Zhang Zai advocates self-cultivation is only a stage and
Brothers Cheng is opposed to this idea- But this conclusion is not entirely consistent with
Brothers Cheng " s self-cultivation- The root of the differences between Zhang and Brothers
Cheng lies in their different ontological construction- Zhang Zai regards “void” as the high-
est body, while “reason” is only a secondary category in his philosophical system:; and
“Qionglis Jinxing and Zhiming” is the three stages of selfcultivation in “Heaven and Man” -
Brothers Cheng regard “Heaven” and “Reason” as a whole, “Reason” is their highest body -
thus, the three things “Qiongli, Jinxing and Zhiming” can be completed together-

Key words: Qiongli> Jinxing and Zhiming; Zhang Zai; Brothers Cheng: ontology; self-cultivation
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