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Super Connection, Disciplinary Power and Digital Bio-Politics:
Re-Examination of Modern Media Technology from the Perspective
of Human Subjectivity
Li Yingqi
Abstract: As an introspection of “technology determinism” and “media materiality” in the
previous media technology research, this research focuses on the increasingly prominent
issue of “human subjectivity” in the development of modern media technology, and re-
examines the technology with the three-dimensional framework of human subjectivity, so as
to grasp the essence of such technology and explore the possibility of self-liberation in future
development of media technology. Research shows that the characteristics of human
subjectivity are mainly reflected in three aspects: human beings as the subject of
relationship, rights and desire. In the first aspect, modern media technology has realized
super connection and order reconstruction of human beings. In the second aspect, modern
media technology possesses an attribute of disciplinary power, which also leads to the
“panopticism” of technology. In the third aspect, modern media technology has taken a leap
forward to digital bio-politics, with its future value orientation expected to be the creation of
human survival aesthetics, characterized by returning to oneself, and the liberation of
human subjectivity. The examination of media technology should transcend the distinction
between human beings and objects, and see the existence of human beings from the
appearance of technology, which means that future development of media technology should

focus on the subjectivity of human beings.
Keywords: modern media technology; human subjectivity; super connection; disciplinary

power; digital bio-politics
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