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A Study on the Chanting of “Absent Objects” in Yongwu

Poetries in the Song Dynasty
Zheng Yunyang

Abstract: There is a very special phenomenon of Yongwu poetries (object-chanting poetries)
in the Song Dynasty, which is the chanting of “absent objects” . It means that the objects
of Yongwu poetries do not exist at the moment, or do not appear normally and direct-
ly. This is reflected in three detailed forms in the poetries First, the object had not ap-
peared, or had disappeared after it appeared, which embodied the deepening and refining of
object selection of Yongwu poetries in the Song Dynasty. Second, at specific times, the ob-
ject that usually existed unexpectedly did not appear, which was closely related to the rou-
tinization of poetries. Third, poets found the absence of objects during the interaction with
them, which embodied the active construction of poetic conception. The chanting of absent
objects reflects the change of people’ s understanding of nature, objects and themselves,
and shows the unique value of Yongwu poetries in the Song Dynasty.

Keywords: Yongwu poetry; absence; state of objects; qualities of objects; poetic concep-
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