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An Analysis of the Legitimacy and Alternative Measures of
Chinese Export Restrictions on Natural Resources from the
Perspective of World Trade Organization

LiY:

Zhang Ying Li Mengsheng

Abstract: China has placed export restrictions on scarce natural resources, including such

measures as export quotas, export licenses, export tariffs, export price fixing, etc.. These

policies recently caused a series of disputes between China and Western countries. Whether these

policies conform to the WTO articles of “Rule of general elimination of quantitative restric-

tions”, and “Principles of non-discrimination”, and whether the WTQO general exception

clause is applicable to them, have become key issues, from which basically negative conclu-

sions have been drawn by the WTO dispute-settlement body. Therefore, the main challenges

facing the Chinese government include how to apply the “General exception clause” successful-

ly, and how to adopt the alternative restrictive measures which are consistent with the WTO

rules, such as to substitute the export quotas and even the export tariffs of natural resources

with resource taxes and environmental taxes, to enhance the integration of related industries,

to forbid illegal exploitation and smuggling, and to perfect the supervising system.

Keywords: natural resources; export restriction measures; WTO rules
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