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Ancient School of Confucian Classics Studies and the

Modemization of Historiography
—Centering on Zhang Taiyan and Liu Shipei
Wang Gaoxin

Abstract: Modern ancient school of Confucian classics studies has played an important part
in the modernization of Chinese historiography studies. Based on the historical view, ancient
school scholar Zhang Taiyan criticized the subjective history research method and vulgar e
practical conception of the contemporary school of Confucian classics studies Simultaneous-
ly, he put stress on quoting various western sociology theories as argument basis of his Con-
fucian classics studies and historiography thought Moreover, he constructed his history sys-
tem of ancient school of Confucian classics studies by summarizing Confucius, Confucian-
ism, “Six Confucian Classics” and their relationship, and transformed the ancient school of
Confucian classics studies to historiography in the end A ncient school scholar and Historian
Liu Shipei taken seriously to find nationality and democratic conception needed by the time
from “barbarians expelling” and “people-oriented” thought of traditional Confucian clas-
sics studies In his textbook of china history, he proposed the narrative object of new histo-
riography by criticizing the old historiography s narrative content, stressed that Evolution
Theory should be treated as guiding ideology of history observation and research In brief,
he has made an important contribution to the construction of the modern new historiogra-
phy.
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