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Review of the Century-Long Development of the Sub-Discipline

of Western Political Thought History and Future Prospect
Huo Weian

Abstract: Before the founding of the People’s Republic of China, a number of returned over-
seas students initiated the research on the history of Western political thought and achieved
preliminary results. However, this particular sub-discipline was seriously weakened due to
the nationwide institutional restructuring of universities and the cancellation of the discipline
of political science in 1952. Since the reestablishment of political science in China in 1980,
China’s research on the history of Western political thought has been resumed and improved
to a new level, and it is catching up with its Western counterpart. However, this sub-disci-
pline still faces development difficulties. In the future, Chinese scholars of this field must
clarify and deepen their question consciousness which is different from their Western coun-
terparts, sharpen their self~awareness of methodology, and make good use of the latest de-
velopments in political science.

Keywords: Western political thought history; question consciousness; methodology; disci-

plinary development
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