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A Study on Internet Emoticons from the Linguistic Perspective
Yu Guangwu Qin Yun

Abstract: The internet emoticon is a supplementary online communicational means with
expressives functions in nature, sharing a similar status as situation language in real life
communication. If real life communication can be defined as “sound language plus situation
language”, the online communication could be represented as “word sequencing plus internet
emoticons” . The major functions of the latter are to convey feeling, attitude and implica-
tion, and regulate the atmosphere in the virtual world The generation and comprehension of
these emoticons are in fact a process of encoding and decoding.
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