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The Ideological Genealogy of Bourdieu: On the Eclecticism of

Bourdieu’ s Genetic Structuralism
Liu Hui

Abstract: In the 1950s, when Bourdieu entered the academic space, he encountered three

giants: Satre the existentialist, Canguilhem the philosopher of science and Lévi-Strauss the

structuralist In order to build his own discourse,

Bourdieu listened to them, conversed

with them, refuted them and integrated them. This paper tries to explicate the genealogy of

his thoughts by tracing his relation to Sartre and Lévi-Strauss, and to explain how he tran-

scended the opposition between theory and experience and action and structure by means of

genetic structuralism.

Keywords: consciousness; structuralism; genetic structuralism; habitus; objectivation
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