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Dao ( ), Nature ( Ziran) and Cycling ( Fdn)
——A New Interpretation of Tao Te Ching by Lao Tzu
Jiang Xiangdong

Abstract; Lao Tzu’ s philosophy can be described as a “world-forgetting” philosophy, be-

“self” that it affirms resides in the “aesthetic level” . The “self” adopted an atti-

cause the
tude of “admiring” the world, thus cultivating the pure artistic spirit in ancient China. Dao
() is the core concept of Tao Te Ching by Lao Tzu, and it is the investigation of the con-
cept of “Dao” that serves as the logical starting point for LLao Tzu’ s discussion of the uni-
verse and life in the Tao Te Ching. The primary concern of Lao Tzu’ s Tao Te Ching was
the relationship between man and the outside world, so the important concepts such as Dao
were the theoretical results attained from the “dialogue” between LLao Tzu and the outside
world, Nature ( Ziran) is the highest principle of Dao. The essential meaning of the
concept of Nature in Lao Tzu’ s Tao Te Ching , is definitely not the external objective nat-
ural world, but was constructed as a kind of “thought pattern” or “life state” that preven-
ted “artificial intervention”, i e such disorderly conducts as purposeful actions. According
to the argument of the Tao Te Ching, many “sufferings” and “problems” in the real
world are actually derived from disorderly conducts or artificiality. Therefore, “Dao” could
restore its Naturalness only by way of Cycling (  Fan) .

Keywords: Dao; Nature; Cycling; Lao Tzu’ s Tao Te Ching
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