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Integration while Retaining Differences and Ordered Pluralism
——On Ulrich Beck’s Theory of Cosmopolitanism
Yang Shen

Abstract: Ulrich Beck, contemporary socialist in Germany, expounds the theory about

“reflexive modernization”, “world risk society”, and “cosmopolitanism” . Beck points out

that together with the complementation and replacement of the fundamental system of the

first modern society by the second or reflexive modern society, all states and nations in the

world have not only form an interest community, but also become a risk community. In the

age of globalization, the strengthened mutual dependence of all countries and the coming

global risk society make cosmopolitanism a historical necessity. Beck advocates that cosmo-

politanism should carry out the principle of “integration while retaining differences” when

dealing with the problem of the differences and “otherness” between various states and na-

tions. The goal of cosmopolitanism is to construct an “ordered pluralistic” society which

takes both difference and integration into account.

Beck proposes that it is urgent to reach some consensus among parties, countries, reli-

gions, [riends and enemies, on the foundation of which to create an international constitu-

tion, in order to negotiate for resolving global risks and conflicts. This is the premise for

mankind to survive.

Key words: cosmopolitanism; integration while retaining differences; ordered pluralism;

international constitution
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