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The Trump Administration’s Reshaping of U, S. Policy toward China
Liu Weidong

Abstract: Since the Trump administration took office, there has been an unprecedented shift
in U. S. policy toward China, with increasing confrontation and pressure in wider fields
However, the actual results are far below expectations. During this process, the Trump
administration completely reshaped the U. S. policy toward China. It clarified its positioning
toward China in the new period, abandoned the engagement policy in favor of comprehensive
decoupling, gave up the goal of maintaining the stability of U, S -China relations, and
implemented national identity politics which pushed China and the U. S. to the brink of a
new Cold War. In addition, the Trump administration has also solidified its China policy
into a diplomatic legacy by inducing negative public sentiment toward China across the
board, shaping assertiveness toward China as domestic political correctness, setting a
successful precedent of “America First,” and continuing to hype China issues. As the
Trump administration tried to attribute the U. S -China conflict to differences in the
domestic characteristics of the two countries, this endowed the U. S. side a legitimacy and
even a degree of sanctity in confronting China, which foreshadows the continuation of the
U. S -China conflict during the Biden administration.

Keywords: Trump administration; American diplomacy; Sino-U. S. relations; policy reshaping

@ Interim National Security Strategic Guidance, March 2021, p 8, https: //www. whitehouse gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/
NSC-1v2. pdf, 2021 4 19

57



