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On the Renewal and Innovation of Traditional Chinese Virtues in the New Era
Yu Wenli

Abstract: There is a dilemma for the inheritance and transformation of traditional Chinese
virtues in social development. The main reasons are two-fold: on the one hand, traditional
moral norms have fallen behind the times in terms of its elements and content, which are in-
compatible with the overall social transformation and the overall conceptual changes. On the
other hand, market-oriented reform has expanded the profit-seeking nature of social individ-
uals, and the traditional moral values of beauty and goodness have been concealed, ignored
and abandoned to some extent. The premise for the renewal and innovation of traditional
virtues in the new era is a form of transition of the survival rule of social man from individual
self-interest to overall altruism in terms of assumption, from material interests to reasonable
needs in terms of driving force, from behavior tool to ideological goal in terms of orienta-
tion, from the satisfaction of basic subsistence to the expansion of life values in terms of pur-
pose. The renewal and innovation of traditional Chinese virtues in the new era is a form of
creation and development after properly handling the gap and differences between old virtues
and new virtues, and the task for the creative transformation and innovative development of
traditional virtues is to achieve breakthrough growth of Chinese virtues, incorporate tradi-
tional social virtues into modern life and social governance, and shape virtues suitable for
modern life. Lessons should be drawn from the approach of combining praise and punish-
ment in traditional virtue governance to fill the gaps in moral governance. We should raise
people’s understanding of virtues and their consciousness to practice virtues, and we should
allow virtues to take more of real life into account and improve its role to motivate and guide
the meaning of people’s lives.

Keywords: virtue gene; moral turn; breakthrough growth; moral governance;
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