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2015

The Current Situation and Influencing Factors of Migration of

International Students: The Perspective of Educational Gap

Feng Jun

Abstract: As a significant channel to improve the human capital, migration of international
students has caught the eye in the field of talents studies. Meanwhile, different understand-
ings of studying abroad often give rise to different policy implications, which casts on the
topic an international political economic significance. The existing researches, however, pay
more attention to the influence of the income gap rather than the influence of educational gap
which might be more extensive and profound. Based on the theoretical model of both migra-
tion effect and educational effect, this article utilizes panel data regression with fix effect via
database from WDI and Barro-Lee. The article finds that there is a non-linear pattern con-
cerning the relationship between educational gap and international students after using the
instrumental variable to control endogeneity influences. Therefore, more pertinent and ef-
fective bilateral study-abroad policies should be implemented for countries or areas with i-
dentical or close educational development levels to improve the vitality of regional communi-
cation and international migration of human resource.

Keywords: educational gap; studying abroad; human capital
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