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The Governance Mechanism of County Strengthening and County Officials

Collective Cooperation: From the Perspective of Contract Theory

Song Xiang

Abstract; This thesis deals with a team production incentive mechanism of county govern-

ance through the research on the mode effects of county strengthen reform on county gov-

ernance. The personnel reforms, featuring decentralization and appointment directly under

the provincial government, further strengthen the competition among counties and enhance

the effects of tournament for promotions, also bring performance-based contract governance

mode between the party secretary of a county and provincial party committee, as well as be-

tween party secretary and other officials in the same county. As an agent of provincial party

committee, party secretary of a county, who makes arrangement and coordination of the

use of various political resources in the county governance, conducts stimulation and con-

strains other officials’ governance behavior in order to fill the tasks through team produc-

tion. With the leadership of the party secretary of a county, the performance-based contract

governance mode will shape county governance as a pool of various political resources input

and bring it in the competition among county governments.

Keywords: county strengthen; governance mechanism; performance-based contract; team

production;
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