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The System and Kernel of the Study of Ancient Chinese Literature.
A Review of Professor Guo Yingde’s An Exploration

of the Chinese Taste
Li Xiaolong

Abstract; For a long period of time, the study of Chinese ancient literature flourishes at the
“technical” level but is faced with great difficulties at the “doctrinal” level. To solve this di-
lemma, we not only need to reconstruct the logic system of study of Chinese ancient litera-
ture, but also need to examine the significance of this study in depth. Professor GuoYingde'-
sAnExploration of the Chinese Taste constructsa holistic system of Chinese ancient literary
studies which is a quaternity of textual thickness, psychologicaldepth, historical width and
theoretical accuracy. And marking the theoretical significance and the practical value of
ancient literary studies with “the Chinese taste”, the book is a best attempt to resolve the
aforementioned dilemma.

Keywords: the study of Chinese ancient literature; system; GuoYingde; the Chinese taste
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