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A Study of Brandom’s Inferential Semantics From
Philosophical Perspective
Wu Qingrong

Abstract: The traditional semantic theories such as the Referential Theory, the Ideational

Theory and the Use Theory explored the meaning problem from points of view of reference,

idea and use in depth, and each of which contained more or less reasonable factors but big or

small one-sidedness. In contrast, Brandom, a famous philosopher of contemporary United

States demonstrated the different understanding of the meaning problem from the perspec-

tive of inference. Brandom's inferential approach, to a certain extent, achieved a paradigm

shift of researches of the meaning problem. However, to some extent, because of too much

emphasis on the center position of discursive practice of concepts, he could not actually in-

corporate the logical formalism into his theoretical considerations.
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