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The Farming-Reading Tradition of the Chinese Nation

and Its Modern Significance
Li Cunshan

Abstract: By the times of the ancient emperors of Fu Hsi ( ) and Shennong ( ). an-
cestors of the Chinese nation had gradually evolved from the fishing and hunting stage into
agricultural civilization. By the times of emperors of Yao () and Shun ( ), they had
formed values upholding ethics and morality. By as late as the three dynasties of Xia (),
Shang () and Zhou ( ), Chinese children had already enjoyed school education that
aimed to “clarify human relations” ( ) . In brief, the agricultural civilization and the
school education focusing on “clarifying human relations” gave rise to China’ s farming-
reading cultural tradition. The paper points out that such teachings as filial piety to one’ s
elders being the fundamental precept, adoring morality, being industrious and frugal,
mankind living in harmony with the heaven, constantly striving to become stronger and co-
operating with neighboring states, constitute the cultural “eternal Tao” that has been
shaped by this farming-reading cultural tradition. These doctrines still have important practi-
cal significance in contemporary society.

Keywords: agricultural country; farming-reading cultural tradition; the cultural “eternal

Tao”
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( 20 )
The Marxistization of Chinese Experience and Its Role

in Theoretical Innovation
Xiao Yongbing

Abstract: The formation of Sinicization of Marxism is both a process of applying Marxist
theory to the practice of Chinese revolution, construction and reformation, and a process of
Marxistizing Chinese practical experience. Three types of interactive thoughts occurred in the
process: historical thinking, political thinking and logical thinking. With the accumulation
of practical experience in socialism with Chinese characteristics, Marxistization of Chinese
practical experience is becoming an increasingly prominent issue in contemporary China,
which has a direct impact on the consolidation of the leading role of Marxism and the estab-
lishment of theoretical confidence in Chinese Marixism.

Keywords: Chinese experience; Marxistization; theoretical innovation
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