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Going Back and Forward: The Textologization
of Qing Medicine and Its Innovation in Spirit
Zhang Shujian

Abstract: The textology movement in Qing Dynasty echoed with the European Renaissance
in that both started from academic nostalgia and ended up with innovation. Qing medicine
has also experienced the textology movement and manifested its influence as the emerging
collation and annotation of medical literature and the dispute between the School of Cold
Damage and the School of Warm Disease. Meanwhile, with the introduction of Western
learning, there arose an academic trend of the integration of Chinese and Western medicine.
Both the movement and the later integration echoed with the spirits of the European
Renaissance in an implicit or explicit way. The European Renaissance brought forth the
scientific revolution, leading the classical Western medicine toward a scientific path. A
similar revolution was partially experienced in the textology movement of Chinese medicine
in Qing Dynasty, but it was incomplete. Just because of that, a humanistic feature
characteristic of traditional Chinese medicine had been kept, serving probably as the very
compensation to the current situation of modern medicine which has been long beset by
modernity.
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