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Inter-written and Inter-imagination between
the East and West

Er Ma in the Visual Field of Postcolonial Theory

Li Yang

Abstract: Lao She’s Er Ma is a unique novel. For the first time, it puts Chinese in the back-

ground of western culture, and depicts the gap and conflict between China and England posi-

tively on the stand of the east. Lao She acutely discovered the psychology of culture hegemo-

ny and racial discrimination from the usual behaviors of common English people. He over-

turned the power relationship built by West culture through Beijing dialects. Lao She’s dis-

coveries have many overlapping with the postcolonial theory, which reflects the spirit of in-

dependent thinking, exploration and innovation of Chinese modern writers.

Key words: Lao She; Er Ma; cultural conflict; racial discrimination; postcolonial theory
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