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Chinese Translation and Interpretation Studies

in the Six Dynasties Period: An Overview

Niu Yunping Yang Xiumin

Abstract: Interpretation and translation of both domestic and foreign classic works has been

the principal activity in Chinese scholarship, and the branch of knowledge that focuses on

such interpreting and translating practices can be termed Chinese Translation and Interpreta-

tion Studies (CTIS) . During the Six Dynasties, while the study of Confucian classics was

undergoing both decline and expansion, Buddhism was streaming in. The two contrasting

and interwoven academic movements activated all resources available, including interpreting

and translating techniques and practicing scholars, and created one of the highlights in the

history of Chinese scholarship.

Keywords: Buddhist scriptures; the study of Confucian classics; Translators and Interpret-

ers
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