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On the Issues of Dibao in Han Dynasty

Concurrently on Ge Gongzhen's View of “Dibao in Han Dynasty”

Huang Chunping

Abstract: Ge Gongzhen firstly suggested that “Di in Han Dynasty could communicate infor-

mation to the local” and then pointed out Dibao existed in Han Dynasty. In fact, Di in Han

Dynasty was not a kind of organization responsible for “communicating information to the

local” formally, but only an official dwelling place in the capital of the local government at

that time. Furthermore, “communicating information to the local privately” in Han Dynasty

was prohibited and would be punished severely. There existed a kind of newsletter which

spread information from the center to the local government, but it was not Dibao suggested

by later scholars. This kind of newsletter was comparatively primitive and did not spread o-

penly in Han Dynasty. Ge Gongzhen’ view of “Dibao in Han Dynasty” is not so convincing.

Key words: Han Dynasty; Dibao; newsletter
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