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Is Hume a Skeptic?
Guan Yuefei

Abstract; In the history of philosophy, David Hume has two main images: one is as a skeptic and the other is
as a naturalist. It is usually thought that the former develops the empirical philosophy to its logical conclusion,
that is, skepticism; while the latter insists that skepticism cannot be defended through argument, on the
contrary, it can only be regarded as a natural disposition of human beings. This paper holds that Hume is nei-
ther a total skeptic nor an ultimate naturalist. In some sense, Hume is a dualist who insists one can maintain
both skepticism and naturalism.

Key words: Hume; skepticism; naturalism; dualism
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