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How is Cooperative Governance Feasible
—An Analysis Based on Social Gender Budget in South Africa
Jin Shanshan

Abstract: After over 30 years of development, social gender budget has been implemented in
many countries, but it is not sustainable. Only the social gender budget in South Africa lasts
till today and maintains a full budget cycle. The internal logic of cooperative operation is the
basis for the long-term sound operation of South Africa’s actions. Multivariate heterogeneity
of the governing entities, the coordination and unity of governance objectives as well as the
cooperative governance process and flexible governance structure all reflect the cooperative
orientation of South Africa’s actions. This kind of cooperative gender budget can be used as
an invaluable reference for solving the dilemma of weak sustainability and difficult diffusion
in our country. In particular, it can help eliminate the original “leadership-participation”
model. Taking the consensus of gender mainstreaming as the purpose can help eliminate the
“center-periphery” structure, and following the logic of cooperative operation is conducive to
improving the sustainability of gender budget.

Keywords: gender and development; cooperative governance; social gender budget; social

gender mainstreaming
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