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Three Dilemmas and Reflections on the Research of Chinese Political
Thought History in the Past Century
Yu Yanhong

Abstract: The history of Chinese political thought in the past century is not only an impor-
tant narrative method for modern Chinese to think about political issues, but also an epitome
of modern Chinese political development. By reviewing the research of Chinese political
thought history in the past century, it can be found that the research faces dilemmas in
terms of disciplinary identity, value standpoint and disciplinary dialogue. Only by restructu-
ring the value narrative and the legitimacy narrative of the political thought history can we

lay a long-term foundation for the research of Chinese political thought history. To be spe-
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cific, we must not only think about the many identities of mankind’s thinking about political
issues in Chinese political thought from the perspective of universalism, but also look into
the internal logic of the development of traditional Chinese political thought and the particu-
larity of the Chinese to build their own identity politics from the perspective of specialism.
Only in this way can the research of Chinese political thought history demonstrate eternal vi-
tality and charm.

Keywords: Chinese political thought history; disciplinary identity; disciplinary value stand-

point; disciplinary discourse power; political order



