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A Comparative Study of the Mechanism on the Response to
Wrongful Convictions by the Prosecution in China and U. S,
Qi Jianjian

Abstract: Both Chinese and American prosecutors have the obligation to acquit the inno-
cent. In recent years, some U. S, state and federal prosecutors have independently initiated
reforms on the prosecutorial exoneration system and established the Conviction Integrity U-
nits (CIUs) which launched a review mechanism for convicted cases. By analyzing the prose-
cutorial exoneration system and the variables of the system, the author finds that the group
innocents and the group exonerations are CIUs effective mechanisms through their coopera-
tion with the defense and other innocence organizations. Meanwhile, China’s prosecutorial
supervision system has undergone in-depth reform, with the correction of wrongful cases as
one of the important missions, e g., by adjusting institutional structuring and functions,
reforming the examination procedures of protest and appeal and requiring agency by lawyer.
By comparing the similarities and differences between Chinese and American prosecutorial
exoneration system and mechanism, the author tries to reveal the advantages of China’s proc-
uratorial system and provide suggestions for its improvement.
Keywords: prosecutorial exoneration system; Conviction Integrity Units; prosecutorial dis-

cretion; group innocents; group exonerations
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