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“Theory of Works” / “Theory of Text” and Discursive Revolution in
Contemporary Literary Theory
Zhou Qichao

Abstract: “Theory of works” / “theory of text” is the axis theory, both fundamental and

frontier in literary theory. Among the European Continental and Slavic literary theories,

such great theorists as Eco, Bakhtin, Lotman, Kristeva, Barthe, Iser and Genette pres-

ent “theory of works” / “theory of text” founded upon the concepts of literary works / lit-

erary text and their “theory of works” / “theory of text” is colorfully diversified whose a-

chievements in the development of theory are impressive. The change from “theory of

works” to “theory of text” can directly take part in the discursive revolution of contempo-

rary literary theory. Under the cross-cultural horizon, the sorting out of “theory of

works” / “theory of text” in width and depth may be an effective way to promote contem-

porary literary theory construction.

Keywords: contemporary foréign literary theory; theory of works; theory of text; discur-

sive revolution
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