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The Event of Pirated Dictionary; the Government Department’s
Commitment to the Indirect Infringement of Copyright

Take the Event of Pirated Xinhua Dictionary in Hubei as the Studying Sample

Liang Musheng Ke Linxia

Abstract; The sensational incident of pirated Xinhua dictionary proposes a new challenge on the ex-

isting rules of the infringement of copyright. Shall the government departments be liable for the in-

fringement of copyright during the execution of their duties? The domestic legislation has no clear

and meticulous stipulation. On the basis of the original theory of indirect infringement, the standard

of “unfinished obligation to cause damage” is introduced to analyze this event, although the govern-

ment departments did not directly benefit from the infringement, the fact they did cause damage for

not fulfilling their obligation is also the element of the indirect tort liability. This standard contrib-

utes to regulating the use of intellectual property of the government, protects the order of the intel-

lectual property market and fills the gap in the legislation.

Keywords: copyright; indirect infringement; the standard of “unfinished obligation to cause damage”
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