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The Research Methods and Visions of Possessive Relations

Wu Zaosheng

Abstract: The Chinese possessive relations research, at present. mainly based on such a narrow semantic un-

derstanding like “one side possesses or has the other, and the other is subordinated”, or on the definition and

classification for “N1 to N2” . In this paper. possessive relation is regarded as a grammatical category. and

its basic semantics as well as its extensions, its basic formats, variants and their mutual relations are con-

cerned. At the same time: the profound influence possessive areas have on the Chinese grammatical system is

discovered and explained.

Key words: possessive relation; semantic control; prototype features: grammaticalization; pragmatic informa-

tion
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