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A Study of Shuobu as a Notion
Wang Wei

Abstract: In the middle and late Ming dynasty, Wang Shizhen created a new concept which
was called shuobu ( ), and the new concept was parallel to and in mutual complementa-
tion with the traditional notion of “novel” . In Ming and Qing dynasties, the self-consisten-
cy and validity of shuobu were universally identified. Besides, there were lots of possibilities
that the notion of shuobu was pierced and reconstructed. The differences between shuobu and
“novel” were not only the symbol of their division but also the stimulus of their conflu-
ence. In modern times, the overlapping of these two notions in both the construction of clas-
sification and the characteristics reproduced the basic configuration of the idea of “novel” in
contemporary and modern history of China.

Keywords: shuobu; novel; the notion of “novel”; the construction of classification; the

characteristics of shuobu

110



