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The Progress. Problems and Countermeasures of the Reform of Kinship
Systems in China—A Review of the Marriage and Family Volume of

the Civil Code of PRC (Draft » Third Review)
Yang Lixin

Abstract: The current marriage and family regulations in China break away from the
contemporary social foundation of the marketing economy and lag behind the times. After 40
years since the beginning of the reform and opening-up, the compilation of the Marriage and Family
Volume of the Civil Code of PRC provides an opportunity to reform the kinship law in China. The
Marriage and Family Volume of the Civil Code of PRC (Draft » Third Review) has made many
improvements on the basis of the current marriage and family regulations, while it still has
many problems and can’t fully reflect the requirements of the times. In the further revision of
the Draft of Marriage and Family Volume of the Civil Code of PRC, it is necessary to unify
legislative thoughts and confirm that the Civil Code of PRC, especially the kinship law, is a
private law and a law of rights, rather than a management law, so as to establish a complete
and scientific kinship system, providing more opportunities for Chinese people to exercise
their rights and achieve their growing needs for a better life.

Keywords: the Civil Code of PRC; the Marriage and Family Volume; kinship law; reform;
law of rights
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