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The Four Critical Periods of the Construction of Ancient Chinese
Impeachment System
Wang Qiang

Abstract: The impeachment system in the ancient China is a power supervising system by

the censor (yushi) . The paper summarizes four critical periods of ancient Chinese impeach-

ment. In Qin and Han Dynasties, the censor changed from a palace official to a court official

in order to control impeachment power. In Tang Dynasty, the censor impeachment system
was further strengthened and a rule of hearsay impeachment was developed. Song Dynasty

was the important transforming period of censor impeachment and a new trend of merging
the censor and the court admonisher (jianguan) appeared. In Qing Dynasty, the mergence
was completed by the combination of former senior supervising secretaries and the superviso-

ry censors (kedao) . The impeachment system is a means of power supervision that serves

for the absolute monarchy. But the elements of decentralization and check and balance it con-

tains are beneficial essences in traditional Chinese culture.

Keywords: censor; impeachment; the combination of supervisory officials
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