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On Mystical Confucianism Ideas in

Zheng Xuan’s MaoShijian
Li Shiping

Abstract: Through a concrete analysis of MaoShijian, it can’t be denied that Zheng Xuan

quoted mystical Confucianism ideas played a positive role objectively: on one hand, it made

dialectic between the past and present classics; on the other hand, it was used to criticize re-

alism and alert governors. That Zheng Xuan explained The Book of Songs through the mys-

tical Confucianism ideas had academic value and realistic significance as well. There some

criticism on Zheng Xuan for his quoting mystical Confucianism ideas. It is Because of the po-

litical situation and the governors’ claim, and Zheng Xuan’s noting on many mystical Confu-

clanism.

Key words: ZhengXuan; mystical Confucianism ideas; MaoShijian
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