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On Contemporary Values of Utilitarianism

Gan Shaoping

Abstract: Through explaining the fundamental characteristics, the main representatives: the various forms

and the fatal weakness of utilitarianism. this paper discusses the social and historical meanings of its emer-

gence: and describes the moral wisdoms provided by utilitarianism, which contains a whole and future-oriented

way of thinking, a principle of “pleasure” and a criterion of “sensibility” for the content of moral wisdom,

which playscan important; andirreplaceable role inthe contemporary theories and practices of applied ethics-
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