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Three Major Agricultural Policies of New China and the

Rural Socio-economic Structure Changes
Ye Mingyong

Abstract: After New China was founded, the Communist Party of China, in order to con-
struct China from a poor and backward agricultural country into a powerful industrialized
country, carried out resolute reforms in the traditional agriculture T hree major agricultural
policies concerning the land reform, agricultural cooperatives and household contract respon-
sibility system were successively formulated Through sweeping barriers from the feudal
system thoroughly, the land reform completed the preparatory work for the new Chinese
large-scale industrialization construction Agricultural cooperatives resulted in the establish-
ment of national and collective land ownership, which made great contribution for China s
setting up its own industrial system initially The implementation of the household contract
responsibility system, due to its retaining public ownership of land and at the same time in-
troducing the market economy system, could produce a stable rural society while preventing
polarization and achieving a breakthrough in the traditional rural economy, which brought a-
bout unprecedented changes in China s agricultural economic structure

Key words: New China; agricultural policy; rural economic changes
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