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On Zeng Guofan’s Historical Thoughts
Dong Genming

Abstract: Zeng Guofan loved reading historical books all his life, and emended a lot of histori-
cal books. He had unique understandings of historical facts, articles, knowledge, history-
reading methods, thoughts reflected in historical books, and other problems in historical theo-
ries. He proposed “the theory of life”, advocating that nature alternates odd and even, that
ying and yang interact with each other, and that “the way of heaven has a major change every
fifty years”, denying the mandate of heaven theory which preached that good and evil would
have their respective retributions, and the Buddhist doctrine of causation. Facing the turbulent
situation unseen in one thousand years, on one hand, he thought that riches and honors were
predetermined by destiny, that “70% of one’s situation is determined by the mandate of heav-
en”, and that one should obey the will of heaven; on the other hand, he also thought that
“all generals and ministers of a state are not born rich and noble”, and that “30% of one’s
'success is achieved through human efforts”, so that one should be self-reliant. Zeng
Guofan’s ideas were the outcome of his own historical thoughts such as those on governance,
administration, moral cultivation, avoidance of disasters, and moderation.

Keywords: Zeng Guofan; historical thoughts
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