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A Review of the Cultural Character and Artistic Style
of Yan Jidao’ s Love Poems
Li Jun

Abstract: This paper discusses the dynamic relationship between the poetic style of Yan
Jidao and the spiritual changes of the scholar-official culture in the Song Dynasty. The author
holds that Yan's poetic style is influenced by the scholar-official culture which took shape
after the reign of Qingli (1041—1048), and Yan combined the genre of short verse, a field
of expertise of his father Yan Shu, with the theme of romance, which Liu Yong was expert
at. In his poems, Yan sought to pursue the extreme purity of feelings, and with delicate
diction and natural conception, Yan created a new style for the classical poetry of love,
which distinguishes itself from the secular tinge and rash attitude seen in the poems of the
Five Dynasties and the early Song Dynasty. Furthermore, Yan strongly opposed the popular
eight-legged essays and moral scholarship upheld by scholar-officials. He proceeded from his
psychological advantage of delicacy and sensitivity and emphasized the exclusiveness and
wholeheartedness of love with dogged determination. As a result, Yan had created an
exquisite art space for readers, which is weaved by highly cohesive and profound spiritual
discourse.
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