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Formal Semantics in the Linguistics
Li Kesheng

Abstract; Formal semantics is interdisciplinary between linguistics and logic. It takes math-

ematic logic approaches to the language studies, aiming at formalizing the semantics of natu-

ral language, which is a necessity to the natural language understanding. During the past 30

years, with various new theories put forward, formal semantics has witnessed a remarkable

improvement in the western counties, and a large quantity of interaction between theoretic

linguistics and computational linguistics. However, as one of the practice field of theoretic

linguistics, formal semantics has lagged behind the development of the other areas of lin-

guistics.

Key words: linguistics; formal semantics; natural language processing; semantic model
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