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Earthbound Society . An Interpretation Taking Earthbound
China by Fei Xiaotong as the Reference

Jia Yongmei

Hu Qizhu

Abstract. In comparison with the western society, the concept of earthbound society was

proposed by Fei Xiaotong- It referred to the social spaces of towns and rural areas which

were opposite to the monarchical power in China-

Compared with the western society

towns and rural areas in China had distinctly different features; that is. the invisible “rule

by rites” and the visible

“pattern of difference sequence”

. Furthermore; there were two

kinds of power to maintain the earthbound society, namely, the social stratum and human

sentiment -

The former was used to distinguish inferiority and superiority: and the latter was

used to bridge the identity differences- However, with the intensified process of industriali-

zation, the Chinese sense of consanguinity is gradually decreasing, while the social mobility

and the communication with the West are becoming more and more frequent- These unprec-

edented social changes will bring great challenges to the traditional earthbound society-

Key words .

earthbound society; pattern of difference sequence; order of “rule by rites”
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